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PASTORõS MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
 

The next Pastorõs Membership Class will 
be held on Sunday, February 26, from 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the church           
Conference Room (in the church Library 
across from the Chapel). If  you are     
interested in becoming a member of 
First UMC or are interested in finding 
out what is involved in becoming a 
member, you are invited to come.  Call 
the church office at  924- 3169 to sign up 
for the class and let us know if you 
would need a nursery. 

Jim 



Americus First United Methodist Church 

MORNING WORSHIP 
January 29, 2012 ɂ 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 
  PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC               Frank Lowrey 
 

*GREETING AND WELCOME CHORUS 
(Please fill out your communications card and place it in offering plate later in worship.) 

Bind Us Together (Bob Gillman) 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together.  Bind us together with love. 
 © 1977 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing); CCLI License No. 814336 
 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jim Smith 
   

  PRELUDE ɂ The Bible Is a Special Book Cherub Choir 
Amy Hamrick, Director; Jessica Ashby and Kalynn Partridge, Assistants 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE #701 ɂ  When We All Get to Heaven 
(Sing only stanzas 1, 2  and 3.) 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH #881 ɂ 4ÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅÓȭ #ÒÅÅÄ 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #71 ɂ Glory Be to the Father 
 

  0!34/2!, 02!9%2ȟ ,/2$ȭ3 02!9%2  Πψωυ Rev. Jim Smith 
 

  DEDICATION OF PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

  CHORAL RESPONSE ɂ Near to the Heart of God (Cleland B. McAfee) 
 

  ANTHEM ɂ Grace (Mark Hayes, arr.) 
+++ 
  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÄÉÓÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÌÁÙÈÏÕÓÅȢ 

 

  TITHES and OFFERINGS 
      OFFERTORY PRAYER Rev. Jim Smith 
      OFFERTORY ɂ I Am Thine, O Lord (Doane; Joseph Prentiss, arr.) 

*DOXOLOGY #95 
 

*SONG OF PREPARATION ɂ More Precious than Silver 
 

  SCRIPTURE READING ɂ Mark 10:17-27 Rev. Jim Smith 
 

  THE MESSAGE ɂ Burger King Religion  Rev. Jim Smith 
Sermon Series:  Encountering Jesus 

 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #399 ɂ Take My Life, and Let It Be 
(Sing only stanzas 1 and 2.) 

 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Jim Smith 
 

*POSTLUDE 

 
Ricky Arnold, Sound Tech        Tommie Thompson, Media Tech 

 
        * Congregation stands. 
 + + + Ushers may seat those who are waiting. 

 

Welcome, Guests, to Americus First United Methodist Church! 
We are glad you are here and hope you worship with us again.  

We invite you to join our congregation.  If you are interested in mem-
bership, call Rev. Jim Smith at 924-3169. 



SEE NEXT PAGEé.. 

  In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
Gale Brown, Beth Carroll, Daryl Cromer, Shannon Cromer, Walt Grant,  

Steve Griffin, Senora Grimes, Carey Harbuck, Darrel Harbuck, Danny Hollis, 
 Mary Hunt, Anne Hurst, Phillip Mathis, Harold Moore, Jack Partain,  Lutrelle Perry,  

Ginger Perkins,  Rodney Vance, Eunice Wall, Hazel Waller, Julian Webb, 
 and Wylene Webb 

Americus First United Methodist Church 

Contemporary Worship              
January 29, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
 

ñBURGER  K ING  RELIGION ó 

SERMON  SERIES :  E NCOUNTERING  J ESUS  

 

Mark 10:17 -27 
 
 

Rev. Jim Smith  
 

Special Music:  Cherub Choir  

THE BIBLE  IS A SPECIAL  BOOK 
Amy Hamrick, Director  

Jessica Ashby and Kalynn Partridge, Assistants  
 
 

Media Tech:   Ross Youngdale  

9:00 Greeter for January 29, 2012  
Lisa Whitaker 

  

11:00 Greeters for January 29, 2012  
 Front Door ï Ann & Bill Harris                North Door ï Nyla & Jim Franklin 
 South Door ï Ann Entrekin 

 

11:00 Ushers for January 29, 2012  
Jan & Bill Bird, Kim & Brandon Comer, Ellen & Bill Hanson,   

Ginger &  Jerry Perkins,  Lori & Dave Perry, Vangie & Steve Perry,  
Beth &  Allen Ragan, Janna &  Henry Teaford  



Reminder:  
You may make donations to the church  

by automatic draft.  To do so, just call 
Melanie in the finance office at 924-3169. 

 

Our Record of Faithfulness Last Sunday  
Membership:  956 

Total Worship Attendance:  496 

Sunday School Attendance ...... 175 Growth Group Attendance  ............... 101 
9:00 Worship ............................ 149 Hispanic Worship Attendance........... 150 
11:00 Worship Attendance ....... 197 Hispanic Offering  ...................................  
UMYF  ........................................ 30                  Hispanic Offering YTD ................. $1,683 
Benevolent Fund YTD ............ $481  
Budget Giving  ..................... $8,569 
Budget Giving YTD ............ $38,887 

WEDNESDAY SUPPER 

February 1 Menu 

Baked Chicken, Macaroni & Cheese, Butter Beans,  

Salad, Rolls, and Cake 

IN MEMORY OF   

HENRY CASEY 
FROM M IKE AND CAROL DENHAM 

 

IN MEMORY OF   

BOB PERRY 
FROM CHARLES AND MARY DAVIS 

 

IN MEMORY OF   

BILLY  SMITH  
FROM JOHN AND BETH FOWLER 

 

IN MEMORY OF   

ELEANOR KELLY LOWERY 
FROM JOHN AND BETH FOWLER 

 

A Gift Was Made  

 I N HONOR OF  

J EAN AND  WES WHEELER 
 FROM SUSAN AND LUKE FLATT  

400TH ANNIVERSARY  OF THE  K ING  JAMES VERSION:   

HOW THE  BIBLE  WAS WRITTEN  AND WHERE  IT  CAME  FROM  
Taught by Dr. Erwin Ford II  

 

Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. beginning February 28, 2012 

in the Epworth Classroom for 8 weeks 

 CYBER  SAFETY  PRESENTATION  FEBRUARY 12 
 

February 12 from 4-5 p.m. we will be having Jim Towson from 

the South GA  Conference come into the Fellowship Hall and 

give us some information on the Dangers of Technology.   Students and parents are   

encouraged to come to this and hear the  presentation about technology and how to be 

careful on social media sites and even at home with our cell phones and laptops.     

        Be sure to mark your calendars!  

BISHOPôôS DISCIPLESHIP 
COVENANT CONFERENCE 
February  24-25, 2012  

Macon Centreplex 
Call the church office 

to register. 

PASTORôS MEMBERSHIP 

CLASS 

February 26, 2012 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 

FUMC Conference Room 

Call the church office at 

924-3169 if you are interested in 

joining the church or learning more 

about being a member here. 



 www.afumcyouth.com   
Check out the website for photos, videos and info.  

facebook: americusfumcyouthgroup 

  

Mark  404-406-7730 

VALENTINE DINNER  
6:00 p.m. ï Friday, February 10, 2012 

FUMC Social Hall 
 

Entertainment by the GSW Chamber Singers 

Dr. Julie Megginson, Director 
 

Menu:  Fruited Salad, Pork Loin Medallions, 

Mushroom Wild Rice, Green Beans Amandine,  

Strawberries and Crème Confection 
 

The tickets are $20 per person and may be purchased 

at the church office or from a Music Committee member: 

Reggie Comer, Pat Cook, Valerie Duff,  Billie Gatewood, Amy and 

Bryan Hamrick, Reba Hunter, Frank Lowrey, Keith Pinckard, Jenny 

Reeves, Candy Riccardi, Sylvia Roland, Jody Wade, Lisa Whitaker,  

and Debby Williams 
 

Sponsored by the Music Department 

to raise funds for FUMC music activities. 

IF YOU MISS WORSHIP  ON SUNDAY,  
you may listen to the sermon you missed by either: 

 

 

1. Calling or coming by the church office to receive a CD copy. 

2. Going to the FUMC Website (www.fumcamericus.com). Under 

Jimôs picture is a place to choose Listen Online.  When you click 

that option, you will see a list of sermons.  After you choose 

which one you wish to listen to, you may listen to it on the web-

site or download it to your computer to listen. 

  

                                      Extra copies of the sermon-based  

                                  questions  will be available at the entrances 

                                  to the Social Hall and the  Sanctuary and at the 

                                  end of the online newsletter. Groups 

Winter Schedule  
January 29: 80ôs Theme Night 
February 1: Breakfast and devotions in the Foundry 
February 5: SUPER BOWLING 
February 12: Dangers of Technology ProgramðYouth & Parents 4 pm 
February 12:        Puerto Rico Trip Meeting  3 pm in the Foundry 
April 27-29: Spring Retreat to Camp Longridge  

 

Super Bowling:   Leave the church at 3:00 pm for Albany Fun Center.  Youth need 
$12 which includes one game of bowling and two other activities, food, and gas for 
transportation.  We need chaperones and drivers for the trip.  Be back in time for the 
Super Bowl game. 

 
 

 

       

http://www.afumcstudents.moonfruit.com


HAPPENING THIS WEEK   
 

Sunday, January 29, 2012    

 9:00 a.m. Morning Worship in Social Hall 
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Growth Group in the Conference Room 
 11:00 a.m. Hispanic Worship Service in the Hispanic Worship Center 
 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship in the Sanctuary 
 11:00 a.m. Praise Band Practice in the Social Hall 
 3:30 p.m. Elementary Choir 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Praise Team 
 5:00 p.m. Prayer Connection in the Parlor 
 5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir  
 5:30 p.m. UMYF supper and study 
 6:00 p.m. Growth Group at Perkinsô home 
Monday,  January 30, 2012   

 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Growth Group at Anne Hunterôs home 
 6:30 p.m. Growth Group at Fergusonôs home 
 6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts at Troup 21 Scout Hut 
 7:00 p.m. Names of Jesus Bible Study in Sheffield-Wootten Class 
Tuesday, January  31, 2012  
 10:00 a.m. Nimble Fingers Quilters 
 6:30 p.m. Growth Group at Smithôs home 
 6:45 p.m. Growth Group in Parlor 
Wednesday, February 1, 2012 
 7:00 a.m. Youth Breakfast and Devotionals in Foundry 
 4:00 p.m. Growth Group in Conference Room 
 5:15 p.m.  Fellowship Supper 
 5:45 p.m. Growth Group in Parlor 
 6:00 p.m. Pioneer Clubs for Children 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study in The Foundry 
 6:00 p.m. Growth Group in Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. Growth Group in Wesley Classroom 
 6:30 p.m. Growth Group at Easonôs home 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 p.m. Hispanic Bible Study  
Thursday, February 2, 2012  

 7:00 p.m. Junior Service League Meeting in Social Hall 
Saturday, February 4, 2012  

  Scoutsô Pine Wood Derby in Social Hall 

Prayer Shawl Dedication 
Minister: Because there are so many people in need of prayer and because we want to do 
more than just say we are praying for them, our United Methodist Women are sponsoring 
a prayer shawl ministry to offer tangible evidence to those for whom we are praying.  
Today we dedicate more of these shawls to 

 

Joan Anderson, Martha Dykes, and Margaret Sturdivant  
 

Congregation, join us as we dedicate the prayer shawls, so that the blessings will not just 
come from the people who created them, not just from those who are part of the prayer 
shawl ministry, but from this entire congregation. 
 

CONGREGATION: Gracious loving and healing God, bless these shawls that  
they may be tangible evidence of the love and prayers of this congregation.  
Bless the ones who will receive these shawls. Give them comfort, peace,  
healing, and strength. Remind them that they are loved and never forgotten.  
We ask your blessing on all who are lonely, sick, and suffering. In the name  
of Jesus Christ, the gentle healer.  Amen.  



  Group Questions 
WEEK  OF JANUARY  29, 2012 
  
Scripture:   Mark 10:17-27 

Sermon:     "Burger King Religion"  

Sermon Series:  ñEncountering Jesusò 

  

1.  Be honest.  How does this encounter with Jesus and this man make you feelðuncomfortable, confident or nothing one 

way or another?  Explain. 

     Notes: 

 

 

 

2.  If the scripture says that Jesus loved this man (and it does in      vs. 21), then why not work out some sort of compro-

mise instead of allowing the man to walk away? 

Notes: 

 

 

3.  How does Jesusô call to discipleship with the man differ from most churchesô call to discipleship today? 

    Notes: 

 

 

4.  Possessions are not bad in themselves.  But possessions pose a dangerous threat to discipleship.  How so? 

    Notes: 

 

 

5.  For this man it was his wealth.  What are other possible things that we have a difficult time giving up or giving over to 

Jesus? 

     Notes: 

 

 

6.  How is it possible for us to totally miss or at least greatly diminish the impact of Jesusô teaching here in our own lives? 

    Notes: 

 

 

7.  What do you sense that God wants to teach you personally through this passage? 

    Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

THOUGHT TO PONDER :  No matter what importance or value we place on someone or something, nothing, abso-

lutely nothing, is more valuable than following Jesus. 



FUMC WINTER 2012 GROWTH GROUPS 
 

Group Donnelly:   Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Church Conference Room 

Leader and Host:   Mike & Debra Donnelly 
 

Group Perkins:  Sunday, 6:00 p.m. 

Home of Jerry & Ginger Perkins 

Leader:  Ginger Perkins      Host:  Jerry Perkins 

Assistants:  Keith and Andrea Pinckard 
 

Group Warlick:  Monday, 6:00 p.m. 

Home of Lisa Whitaker 

Leader:  David Warlick            Host:  Lisa Whitaker 
 

Group Ferguson:  Monday, 6:30 p.m. 

Home of Johnny & Rebecca Ferguson 

Leader:  Rebecca Ferguson 
 

Group Smith:  Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. 

Home of Jim & Diane Smith 

Leader:  Diane Smith               Host:  Valerie Duff 
 

Group Arnold:  Tuesday, 6:45 p.m. 

Church Parlor 

Leader:  Ricky Arnold 
 

Group Tripp:  Wednesday, 4:00 p.m. 

Church Conference Room 

Leader:  Angelyn Tripp Hosts:  Jay & Janice Cliett 
 

Group Lowrey:  Wednesday, 5:45 p.m. 

Church Parlor 

Leader:  Frank Lowrey 
 

Group Dozier:  Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 

Church Conference Room 

Leader:  Lyn Dozier 
 

Group Shealy:  Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 

Church Wesley Classroom 

Leader:  Mary Lynn Shealy  Host:  Mara Durham 
 

Group Eason:  Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
Home of Smitty & Linda Eason 

Leader and Host:  Smitty Eason & Linda Eason 



 
 

VALENTINE DINNER  
Friday, February 10, 2012 

6:00 P.M. 

FUMC Social Hall 
 

Entertainment: 

Chamber Singers 
of 

Georgia Southwestern University 

Dr. Julie Megginson, Director 
 

Menu: 
Fruited Salad, Pork Loin Medallions, Mushroom Wild Rice, Green 

Beans Amandine 

Strawberries and Crème Confection 
 

 

 

Sponsored by the Music Department of FUMC 

 

Tickets are $20 each and available in the Church Office.    

 
Deadline to buy tickets is February 6. 



 

CYBERSAFETY TRAINING 
 

Sunday, February 12, 2012  
4:00-5:00 p.m.  

The Fellowship Hall of 
First United Methodist Church, Americus 

 
 

Teacher:  Jim Towson  
Associate Director for Life Span  
Ministries for the South Georgia  
Conference of the UMC 

 

Who should attend?  
Parents and grandparents of children of all ages 
Children and youth who use the internet and social media 
Adults who are interested in their safety while using the internet and social 
media. 

 
Do you know?  

What are the practical steps to keep you and your children safe when using 
the internet and social media? 
How many types are there and what do they look like? 
The hazards of social media for your children, youth AND for adults? 
What Cyber Bullying is and why it is dangerous? 

 
 

 

            

 
 

   

                         Sponsored by the  
                Safe Sanctuaries Committee 
         Of Americus First United Methodist Church 

 

Twitter? 

You Tube ?
 Facebook?

 



FUMC  FIFTH-SUNDAY  MISSION  FOCUS 

PUERTO  RICO  TRIP  2012 
 
 Fifteen youth and adults from FUMC have paid their      deposits to go to San Juan, 

Puerto Rico from June 17 to June 22.  They are eager to share Godõs love with children and 
adults there. 

 Their trip  will be guided by Adventures in Missions out of Gainesville, Georgia.  

This is an interdenominational missions     organization that offers year-round ministry to 

òthe least of these.ó   
 Working in a community near San Juan,  the team  

members will be leading a childrenõs ministry of music, games,   

and    lessons.  The second thing they will do is coach a sports team.   There will be kids 

ready to learn soccer or other sports, and the team will practice with them all week.   At 
the end of the week, there will be a big game!  The third activity will be a chance for out-

reach in the local community which could  include a food    mission or visiting people at 

the hospital. 

 These òmissionariesó are a part of our body of Christ here  
at FUMC.  They will need several things from us in the next few months.   First, we need to 

keep them in our prayers.   Their needs   include health, safety, growth in their relationship 

with God and  

a loving witness to the people of Puerto Rico.  Second, there will be a couple of fundraisers 
in the next few months where we can help with their expenses.  (A big THANK YOU to 

those of you who are participating in the TEAM 316 fund raiser for them!) 

 Mark Ashby, FUMC youth director, says, òI felt led to go  

on this trip because I feel that service is the heartbeat of this youth group.  We are step-
ping out in faith to go to Puerto Rico and  asking God to bless us and use us for HIS purpose, 

not our own.ó 

 Letõs support them any way we can! 

 



2012 
 
 

Sunday January 29 to  
Wednesday, February 1 

EPWORTH WINTER CAMP MEETING 

Registration form in Office 

 
Friday, February 10, 2012 

VALENTINE DINNER 

FUMC Fellowship Hall 
Tickets in the Office 

 
Sunday, February 12, 2012 

4:00 p.m. CyberSafety Training 

Fellowship Hall 

 
Sunday, February 12, 2012 

3:00 p.m. Puerto Rico Meeting 

Youth Foundry 

 
February 24-25, 2012 

Friday night and Saturday morning 
Disciple Covenant Conference 

Macon Centreplex 
Register at the church office 

 
March 5-7, 2012 

A LENTEN SPIRITUAL RENEWAL RETREAT 

Epworth-by-the-Sea 

 
March 8-10, 2012 

Bright Beginnings Preschool 

Spring Consignment Sale  
 

March 5-7 2012 
Lenten Retreat 

Epworth-by-the-Sea 
 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 
Pagie Buchanan Wedding 

The Sanctuary 

 
May 29ñJune 1 

Childrenõs Music & Arts Week 
TuesdayðFriday 
9:00 amð2:00 pm 

 
June 10-14, 2012 

Vacation Bible School 

Sunday ñ Thursday  

5:30pñ8:30p  
 

June 17-23, 2012 
Youth Mission Trip to Puerto Rico  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Calendar Dates  
      for 2011 and 2012   

Monday-Thursday: 9:00a to 5:00p     

 Friday: 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Friday is  

Jimôs, Davidôs, and Markôs day off. 

Monday - Thursday:   
8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 


